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WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (PUBLIC PROTECTION, PLANNING AND 
GOVERNANCE) 
 
LONDON PLAN 
 
1 Executive Summary 

 
1.1 The Mayor has published a new Draft London Plan for public consultation.  It can 

be viewed at https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-
london-plan.  The deadline for responding is 2 March.  It is proposed that the 
Council makes comments in respect of the housing target set for London and 
collaboration policies with wider south east authorities in respect of strategic 
infrastructure. 
 

2 Recommendations 
 
2.1 That the Panel comments on the proposed response set out below. 

 
2.2 That the Panel authorises the Head of Planning to prepare and submit the final 

response in consultation with the Executive Member for Planning. 
 

3 Explanation 
 

3.1 The Draft London Plan covers the period 2019-2041.  It is intended that this 
consultation exercise will be followed by submission, public examination in 
autumn 2018 and adoption in autumn 2019. 
 

3.2 The draft plan is divided into 12 chapters: good growth policies, spatial 
development patterns, design, housing, social infrastructure, economy, heritage 
and culture, green infrastructure and natural environment, sustainable 
infrastructure, transport, funding and monitoring. 
 

3.3 Its 6 good growth policies are: building strong and inclusive communities, making 
best use of land, creating a healthy city, delivering the homes that Londoners 
need, growing a good economy and increasing efficiency and resilience. 
 

3.4 The draft plan is 530 pages long and contains 102 separate policies.  As a 
consequence the proposed response set out below focuses on those policies 
that could have a direct impact on Welwyn Hatfield borough. 
 

Housing Need 
 

3.5 Paragraph 4.1.1 reports that a Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) for 
London has identified a need to build 66,000 dwellings per year.   
 

3.6 Policy H1 sets a ten year target for each borough for the period 2019/2020 to 
2028/2029.  This totals to 65,000 dwellings per year, including 1,876 per year in 
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Enfield which adjoins this borough on our southern boundary.  The plan 
recognises that this is a doubling of housing delivery compared to average 
completion rates, but the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
(SHLLA) anticipates that it can all be delivered on urban land and that no green 
belt land needs to be released. 
 

3.7 It is therefore proposed that the Council’s response should query how the plan 
intends to make provision for the extra 1,000 dwellings per year, and what might 
happen if the level of need continues to increase and/or presumed delivery rates 
cannot be achieved.  The response will emphasise that this need should not be 
presumed in surrounding boroughs such as Welwyn Hatfield, as we have our 
own challenging targets which already necessitate development in the green belt. 
 

3.8 It is useful for the Panel to note that London intends to meet its housing needs by 
maximising the use of brownfield land, optimising densities, the intensification of 
outer London, more emphasis on small sites, redevelopment of car parks and 
retail spaces and the incremental intensification of existing residential areas. 
 

Collaboration 
 

3.9 Policy SD2 states that the Mayor will work with partners across the wider south 
east to address appropriate regional and sub-regional challenges and 
opportunities.  The Mayor will also work with partners to find solutions to shared 
strategic concerns such as barriers to housing infrastructure delivery and factors 
that influence economic prosperity.  Supporting text notes that London is part of 
an extensive and complex network of centres and radial and orbital linkages. 
 

3.10 Policy SD3 states that the Mayor will work with partners, the Government and 
other agencies to realise the potential of the wider city region and beyond 
through investment in strategic infrastructure to support housing and business 
development in growth locations. 
 

3.11 Figure 2.15 identifies 13 initial strategic infrastructure priorities, which includes 
the London-Stansted-Cambridge corridor and the West Coast Mainline corridor, 
which have wider relevance to Hertfordshire and its connectivity with the capital. 
 

3.12 It is proposed that the Council welcomes this assertion of partnership working 
and strategic problem solving, but clarifies that we would expect to be involved in 
debates about the wider city region, strategic infrastructure and growth locations 
where they are relevant to Welwyn Hatfield and to Hertfordshire as a whole. 
 

4 Legal Implications 
 

4.1 There are no legal implications associated with responding to this consultation. 
 

4.2 The National Planning Policy Framework expects authorities to co-operate on 
strategic matters of cross border relevance.  It is therefore appropriate that the 
Council responds to this consultation given that we border Enfield and have 
housing market, economic market and transport interactions with London. 
 

5 Financial Implications 
 

5.1 There are no financial implications associated with responding to this 
consultation. 
 



6 Risk Management Implications 
 

6.1 There are no risk management implications associated with responding to this 
consultation. 
 

7 Security and Terrorism Implications 
 

7.1 There are no security or terrorism implications associated with responding to this 
consultation. 
 

8 Procurement Implications 
 

8.1 There are no procurement implications associated with responding to this 
consultation. 
 

9 Climate Change Implications 
 

9.1 There are no climate change implications associated with responding to this 
consultation. 
 

10 Link to Corporate Priorities 
 

10.1 The subject of this report is linked to the Council’s Business Plan 2015-2018 and 
particularly Priority 3 to help meet the borough’s housing needs and Priority 4 to 
help build a strong local economy. 
 

11 Equalities and Diversity 
 

11.1 An EqIA has not been completed because this report does not propose changes 
to any existing service-related policies or the development of any new service-
related policies. 
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